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Museum Recovering Well 
from Fall 2016 Water Damage    
When staff and volunteers 

arrived at 10B Crescent 

on Sunday, October 2, 

they discovered water 

on the first floor. Upon 

further inspection, it was 

clear that the water had 

actually condensed to 

ceilings throughout the 

house, then dripped back 

down onto surfaces, 

furnishings, etc. Staff had 

been at the house 

Wednesday afternoon, so 

this event occurred 

between Wednesday 

evening and Sunday 

morning. 

 

The City Public Works 

Department and GHI staff 

were on the scene 

quickly. It was determined 

that the source of the leak 

was a plumbing issue 

under the kitchen sink, 

which has now been fixed. 

A restoration company 

came in to set up fans and 

dehumidifiers to help dry 

the house. Museum staff, 

Board members, and 

volunteers worked quickly 

to move collection items 

next door to 10A Cres-

cent and spread them out 

to dry (see photo above). 

We are so grateful for the 

help provided by all and 

for the many expressions 

of concern from the 

community. Most collec-

tion items have recovered 

well. The carpet and the 

architectural renderings, 

however, are being 

restored by specialists. In 

lieu of house tours, we 

offered walking tours 

on Sundays over the 

past several months. As 

work progresses, the 

house remains closed, 

though we are happy to 

book walking tours. 

Please call 240-542-

2064 or email green-

beltmuseumstaff@gmail.

com to make arrange-

ments. We plan to 

reopen in the spring.  

Industrial fans and dehumidifiers were brought in 

to assist in drying the house after a pipe under 

the kitchen sink leaked water into the house.  

Collection items were quickly moved next door to 10A by staff, 

FOGM Board members, and volunteers. Most sustained little damage. 
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Museum Hosts Visionary Thinker 
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Frank Vagnone and his partner, John Yeagley, at the 

dinner held at the Museum house just prior to       

Vagnone’s talk. On the menu were dishes from the  

Greenbelt Woman’s Club cookbook. 

3 Brave Men Screening Raises Funds for Museum  

On July 19, The Greenbelt Museum 

hosted Franklin Vagnone not just for a 

lecture, but also for an unprecedented 

overnight stay in the Museum’s historic 

house at 10B Crescent. A self-described 

“domestic-archeo-anthropologist,”   

Vagnone has been traveling the country 

staying the night in historic homes as 

part of a series that he calls “One Night 

Stands.” 

 

We invited Vagnone to Greenbelt to 

participate in our quarterly lecture se-

ries, sponsored by FOGM. He gave his 

presentation, “Sleeping Around,” to 

nearly 60 attendees in the multi-purpose 

room of the Greenbelt Community 

Center. In the talk, which was lavishly 

illustrated with photos and short videos 

from the sites he has visited, he         

explained how each home had a unique 

story, one that he could best access and 

come to know by spending time in it, 

listening, looking, absorbing, and living in 

the space. 

 

Following the lecture, Vagnone and 

Yeagley stayed the night at the Musuem’s 

historic house. Our site is the only one 

so far to host both men. Mr. Vagnone 

wanted to explore ideas about family 

units and to compare and contrast the 

average early Greenbelt family with his 

own more modern, hybrid version, so 

everyone at the Museum was happy to 

welcome them both. The write up of his 

“One Night Stand” in Greenbelt, covers 

a great deal of intellectual ground. 

Through careful research and thoughtful 

observations, it raises many important 

questions and issues about Greenbelt’s  

history. It is accessible on Vagnone’s     

website, Twisted Preservation. 

On Tuesday, November 15, FOGM hosted 

a special screening of the Greenbelt-

inspired film, 3 Brave Men (1956). The 

Honorable Judge Howard Chasanow, 

the son of Abraham Chasanow (played by 

Ernest Borgnine in the film), joined us for a 

pre-film reception and a post-screening 

discussion. The event attracted over 160 

people and was a very successful  

fundraisier for the Museum.  

 

The film, based on real life events, tells  

the story of how Abraham Chasanow 

was accused of being a security risk and 

suspended from his job at the US      

Department of the Navy. The film focus-

es only on the Chasanow case, but in 

real life, other Greenbelt residents and 

Navy employees, Isadore Parker and 

Michael Salzman, were also accused. 

Chasanow eventually prevailed and was 

acquitted, but the film also makes clear 

that in a way, it was the cooperative and 

progressive ideals of Chasanow’s town, 

the real-life Greenbelt, that were being 

put on trial.  

 

Following the film, Judge Chasanow 

shared memories and answered ques-

tions about himself and his family during 

this very difficult time in their lives.  

The Honorable Judge Howard Chasanow poses with 

Lee Shields, whose father was William Sheilds, 

Greenbelt’s first Postmaster and a pivotal character 

in the film.  

Many thanks to Judge Chasanow and his 

family, and to our sponsors who made 

the evening possible: the Old Greenbelt 

Theatre, Pamela Gregory and Richard 

Marcus, Maryland Milestones/ATHA, Inc., 

and the City of Greenbelt. 
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Are You a FOGM Member?  We rely on donations from folks like you to keep the Museum going! The Museum is a partner-

ship between the City of Greenbelt, which owns the collection and the Museum house, and FOGM, which operates it. Programs, exhibits, tours, and special events 

are supported by FOGM’s fabulous members and volunteers. Join safely and securely online at our website, greenbeltmuseum.org, and receive an 

automatic receipt for tax purposes!  We are a 501(c)(3) organization, donations are tax deductible. Thank you for your continuing support! 

January 17, 7:30pm, Film Screening     

Jersey Homesteads:  In the Architectural Vanguard   

Join us to view Jersey Homesteads: In the Architectural Vangaurd, a documentary 

that explores the origins and Bauhaus-inspired architecture of a New Deal 

community built in New Jersey 1936-1938.  The original town consisted of 200 

homes and was built to house Jewish garment workers from New York City 

who would work and farm the rural cooperative. The film features archival 

materials, present-day footage, and interviews with  

original residents. Lectures take place in the Greenbelt  

Community Center, 15 Crescent Road, Greenbelt MD 

20770 and are free and open the public. Sponsored by 

the Maryland Heritage Areas Authority.  

Greenbelt Museum 2017 Lecture Series 
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We are moving rapidly ahead with planning for our new   

Visitor and Education Center at 10A Crescent Road. The 

expansion of the Museum into the house next door will more 

than double the space available for accessible museum     

programming, collections storage, research and office space. 

Even so, it is still a small space, and we are going to be   

working with space planning professionals to design a facility 

that is flexible and maximizes the space. 

As we embark on this process, we are asking for your input. 

We are in the midst of a community visioning process. You 

can share your thoughts on what our priorities should be as 

we move forward. We have put together a very quick online 

survey, available here:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/

XBGRJ5W 

There are big things coming for the Greenbelt Museum, but 

we won’t be able to do it without the support of our mem-

bers, friends, and neighbors. We hope you will join us as we 

enter this exciting new phase in the life of the museum!  As 

we come to the end of 2016, please consider renewing your 

membership or becoming a new member, signing up to be a 

volunteer with the museum, or making a year-end gift to 

help support the 10A Capital Campaign. We appreciate your 

contributions and look forward to an exciting new year in 

the life of the Greenbelt Museum. 

Message from FOGM President, Jen Ruffner 

Museum Welcomes New Staff Member 

We are very pleased to welcome Ennis Barbery Smith, who 

began working at the Museum in late August, as Assistant 

Director. She is filling in for Sheila Maffay-Tuthill, who is on 

extended leave in France. Smith is also performing Office 

Manager duties. Ennis was most recently the Executive     

Director of the Museum of Chincoteague Island until a move 

brought her back to this area. She graduated from University 

of Maryland in 2013 with an M.A.A., a Master's degree in  

Applied Anthropology. In addi-

tion, she completed the Museum 

Scholarship Certificate program 

at Univ. of Maryland.  Her phone 

number is 240-542-2064 and her 

email address is greenbeltmuse-

umstaff@gmail.com. We hope 

you'll join us in welcoming her!   

tel:(240)%20542-2064


FOGM 
PO BOX 1025 

Greenbelt, Maryland 20768 
 

Museum Office & Exhibits 
15 Crescent Road 

Greenbelt, Maryland 20770 
Phone: 301-507-6582 

museum@greenbeltmd.gov 
 

Historic Home 
10B Crescent Road 

Greenbelt Maryland, 20770 
Phone: 301-474-1936 

 
For Special Tours 

Phone: 240-542-2064 

Greenbelt Museum Calendar of Events 
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FOGM 
PO BOX 1025 
Greenbelt, Maryland 20768 

The Greenbelt Museum is going GREEN!  We have begun distributing our newsletter 

via email, but we need your help to make sure that our newsletter reaches you if you 

are a FOGM member! Please visit www.greenbeltmuseum.org and sign up to receive 

our newsletter via email. Expect only 1-2 emails from us per month.  

Celebrate, Preserve & Share the History of Greenbelt MD 
Join the Friends of the Greenbelt Museum 

Cooperator  $25.00 1yr. subscription to the Utopian, 

free admission to Museum house, plus discounts on select 

items in gift shop, invitations to lectures, events, and 

programs 

Pioneer  $50.00 All of the above benefits for a 

household or family plus invitations to special programs 

or events 

Utopian $100.00 All of the above benefits plus 

invitations to special programs or events 

Roosevelt Club $1000.00 All of the above benefits 

plus recognition at the Museum house 

Name _____________________________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________ 

Phone _____________________________________________ 

E-mail  _____________________________________________ 

Make check payable to Friends of the Greenbelt Museum, mail to PO Box 1025, 

Greenbelt MD 20768 or join securely on-line at GreenbeltMuseum.org.   

FOGM is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Thank you!  

January 
17  Film, Jersey Homesteads, 7:30pm, Greenbelt Community Center, 

 Free!  Sponsored by FOGM & Maryland Heritage Areas Authority 
 

 

Ongoing Exhibition: The Knowing Hands That Carve This Stone: The New 
Deal Art of Lenore Thomas Straus, Greenbelt Community Center 

 

Please note:  the Museum’s historic house at 10B Crescent is currently closed as we 
recover from water damage in October.  However, we are continuing to offer walk-
ing tours. Tours are $5 per person and we kindly request that you book tours at least 
two weeks in advance. To schedule a tour or make inquiries, please send an email to 
greenbeltmuseumstaff@gmail.com.  Thanks!          


